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GEiiSISOF RECREATIONRESEAP.CHPROGRAM

Innovative Pro~ram Initiated

\t’henthe Directorate of Civil Works authorized the initiation of a comprehensive Recrea-
tion Research Program, the COWS of Engineers embarked upon an exciting new venture:
research designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiencywith which the Corps
deliversoutdoorrecreationservicesto millions of Americans.

The firstNationwideOutdoor RecreationPlan, published in 1973 by the Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation(“OutdoorRecreation: A Legacy for America”),confirmedwhat most Corps rang-
ers and recreationresourceplanners and managershad known: Coqx of Engineerswater
resourcedevelopmentprojects are among the most significantoutdoor recreationresources
in the ,Nation. Each year increasingnumbers of people visit Corps projects expecting
safe and sanitaryfacilitiesand opportunitiesto boat, swim, fish, camp, hunt, picnic,
or just plain sightsee.

Corps personnelfrom many disciplines,includingengineers,biologists,and recreation
planners,have been plagued by recreationproblemsnot faced by other agenciesand there- ‘
fore not amenableto solutionsdrawn frcm the experienceof others. It is the uniqueness
of Corps outdoorrecreationproblems--causedpartiallyby the sheermagnitude of visits- —
tion and partiallyby locationaland other factors imposedupon the Corps as a water
resourcemanagementagency--thatgives rise to often-expressedresearc-~needs such as
improvedplaming and evaluationtechniques, more cost effectiveand user responsivefacil-
ity layoutsand visitorprotectionmechanisms,and improvedsocial forecastingcapability.

WES Chosen to Lead ResearchEffort

In May 1975, the Civil Works Directoraterequestedthe Institutefor Water Resources (I?VR)
to determinethe desirabilityof a Corps recreationresearchprogram and, if the answer
was affirmative,to recomnendprioritiesfor research,funding levels,and the research
arm best suited to manage the effort. The IWR staff evaluated the missions of several
Corm research facilities,concludedthat the capabilitiesof the WaterwaysExperiment
Station (V/ES)best matched the needs of the RecreationResearchProgram,and reconnnended
that the WES assume leadershipof the program. The IWR recommendationsmade clear that
those researchunits with particularexpertise,e.g., ConstructionEngineeringResearch
Laboratory (CERL)in the field of designingimprovedsanitary facilities,would conduct
pertinentresearch in their individualfields.

The WES was directedto implementthe RecreationResearch Program in July 1976. Responsi-
bility for program implementationwas assignedto the EnvironmentalEffects Laboratory
(EEL)by the IVESCommanderand Director. The laboratoryhas res~onsibilityfor such
diverseresearchactivitiesas the DredgedMaterial Research Program,the Environmental
and Water-QualityOperationalProgram, and ecosystemmodeling. Within EEL, Drogram manage-
ment responsibility has been assigned to the ~viro~ental Resources Division.



RecreationResearchStaff

Dr. Adolph J. Anderson is ProgramManager. Andy transferredto the RecreationResear&
Program from the post of RecreationPlanner in the Fort Worth District. Joining Andy is
WilliamJ. Hansen, Economist,who was a member of the recreationresearchgroup that
previouslyoperatedCorps-widefrom the SacramentoDistrict. Both Andy and Bill feel
stronglythat they should be readily accessibleto all Corps personnelfor the purpose
of discussingthe RecreationResearchProgram and advising on specificresearchqueries.
Their telephonenumbers are: Commercial (601)636-3111,extensions3657 and 3724 respec-
tively (ITS 542 and the four-digitextension). All Corps personnelwith outdoorrecrea-
tion problems,and especiallythose with solutions,are invited to call.

Field Reviews ProgramSchedule

In order to keep the RecreationResearchProgram attuned to field needs, the appointment
of one field contact in each District and Divisionhas been requested. Contactsappoint-
ed to date have been provided an initialRecreationResearch ProgramSchedulefor review.
This schedulewas developedby WES from the optin-alprogram and need prioritiesrecommend-
ed by IWR.

An In-ProcessReview
Participantsat this
representativesfrom
needs and ~riorities

of the RecreationResearchProgramwas held 26-27 October at MIS.
review includedthe Districtand Divisioncontactsas well as
OCE, WES, and other researchlaboratories. Recreationresearch
were discussedand evaluated. The conceptof a RecreationResearch

and DemonstrationSystem to facilitateand support the resear;heffortwas also discussed.

FRCMTHE FIELD

SacramentoDistrict Birdwatchers

Bob Ilartinand George Redpath of the EnvironmentalPlanningSection,SacramentoDistrict, _
are conductinga study of the impactsof project constructionand recreationaldevelop-
ment on avian diversityand populationdensity. The study, being conductedat the New
Melones Lake project under constructionon the StanislausRiver in the western foothills
of the Sierra-NevadaMountainsin California,will attempt to identifyimpactsfrom
campgrounds, loss of riparianhabitat, and added wildlife mitigationhabitat. Field data
collectionhas been initiatedprior to project constructionand will be continuedthrough
the operationsphase for comparativepurposes. Bob and George point out that definite
field data of this type are not often obtained,and their study shouldyield resultsuse-
ful for this project as well as for future impact assessmentsof other projects. If any
one is interestedin the study or knows of similarstudies,please call them at FTS
448-3317or Commercial (916)440-3317.

St. Paul DistrictPeoplewatchers

Through its involvementin the Great River EnvironmentalAction Team (GREAT),the St. Paul
Districthas played a lead role in pulling togethervarious researchefforts that were
focusedon the Upper MississippiRiver this past summer. The studiesare to provide
informationneeded and requestedby resourceplanning and managementpersonnel.

One of the conce~s of the GREAT recreationwork group is the continuedmaintenanceof
islandsthat are created by disposalof dredgedmaterial and are used by thousandsof
recreationistseach year for camping,picnicking,sunbathing,and other related activi-
ties. A survey of these islandusers was conductedthis sumner to dete~ine their prefer-
ences and attitudesabout the use of these by-productresources. The island-usesurvey
was closely coordinated with an extensive river-use study conducted by the Universityof



Wisconsinon the St. Croix River, a main tributaryof the Upper Mississippi. These stud-
ies were also linkedwith a Districtstudy to determinefuture demands for recreational
craft lockageson the Upper MississippiRiver from the Twin Cities to St. Louis. A
survey of boatersusing the lockagefacilitiesprovidedmost of the informationneeded
to determinethese demands. This fall, effortswill be directed to reviewingthe results
of all three studies. Study resultswill fill importantgaps and provide an updated
picture of public use on the Upper Mississippi-St.Croix River systems.

To determinethe need for new small-boatharbors on Western Lake Superior,and the need
for preparationof master plans on Western Lake Superiorharborsmaintainedby the Dis-
trict, a recreationalboating studywas also conductedthis summer. A secondaryobjec-
tive of the study was to identifyan economicallyefficientand statisticallyeffective
methodologyfor estimatingrecreationaluse, user patterns,and futureuse demands.
Aerial photographyand 8-mm cameraswere used, along with more traditionalmethods, to
test the effectivenessof remote sensing techniques.

The results of the studiesshouldbe availableearly in 1978. Informationregarding
these study effortsmay be obtainedby contactingJim Holleran at the St. Paul District, .
FTS 725-7574or Commercial (612) 725-7574.

RECF.NTPUBLICATIONS

Urban Researchand
Optimum Recreation

DevelopmentCorporation,“Guidelinesfor Understandingand Determinj.ng
CarryingCapacity,”January 1977, preparedunder Contract 5-14-07-5

for the Bureau of Outdo& Recreation;U. S. Departmen~o} the Interior,Washington,K
20240.

Researchresultsare presentedthat contributeto a better understandingof recreation
carryingcapaci?yand show one way of approachingthe subject of optimum recreationcarry-
ing capacity. Practical~midelinesare provided for use by recreationalplanners and -
administratorsin determiningoptimumcarryingcapacityfor particularactivitiesand
under specificphysicaland socialcircumstances. An approachor system is offered for –
use in tailoringrecreationcarryingcapacityto a wide variety of circumstances. In
addition to presentinga basic system for recreationplanners and administratorsto use
in determiningoptimumcarryingcapacities,optimumcarryingcapacityranges are suggested
for 55 differentrecreationactivities,based upon researchand field survey interviews.

This is the first issue of the RecreationResearchProgram InformationExchangeBulletin,
RECNOTES. Subsequentissueswill be published intermittentlybyWES, dependentupon the ,
quantityand importanceof informationto be disseminated. Its objective is to Sewe
as the first of many communicationlinks between Corps recreationplanners,managers, and
researchers. To meet this objective,RECN~ES will be distributedprimarilywithin the
Corps to (XE and Division,District,and project officesand to other Federal agencies
concernedwith outdoorrecreationactivities. Just as the RecreationResearchProgram is
your program,RECNOTES is your bulletin. Notes, reviews,upcoming events,or other items
of interestpertainingto recreationproblems or researchactivitiesare desired. Feel
free to communicatewith the RecreationResearchProgram staff on any aspect of the Corps
recreationprogram at any time. A researchprogram that does not promptly respond to
the people on the firing line is not much gocd, but the program staff finds it hard to
respond to a vac~mm.



UPCOMINGEVENTS

Lower MississippiValley DivisionRecreation-ResourceLianagementSeminar
November 8-10, New Orleans, Louisiana
Contact: Mr. C. A. Redmon, ITS 542-4337,Commercial (601)636-1311,ext. 4337

FY 78 PAO Conference,Planningand Desien of Visitor Centers
December 5-8, Seattle,Washington
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